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Published at 1604 Norlh California Al1enue. Chicaqo, lllinois
Ihe period of progressive capita/ist development
is historically closed. Ihe decllne perled of ccpr-
lol a permanent eenditren of crisis, campels to
ev~r ~reoter convulsions of economy, to new lm-
perlctis+ic end military conflicts, to ever lncreos-
,ng unemployment ond to general ond absolute
impoverishment of the werkers. Thus is gi ven the
objectlve situation for +he communist re~orution in
the capita/ist countries. Per the worklng cI<!ss,
there is only the revoluhonory woy out, which
leads te the communist society. No ene con de-
privc the workers of th is tosk, which must be
corried out by the clou itse/f.

The publishers of Couneil Ccrrespcndence sec in

~r~:thtj~ft~~if;i~~}~~~vn~ci~utshn~s~~hk:~s~nnt~ï ~~:
vcnce of the labor movement. We thcrefcrc cam-
bot the leederehip policy ef the aid lcbcr move--
ment, ond call upcn the werkers te take their fate
in their own hands, to set aside the capita list
mode of production and thcmselves te odminister
and direct production and distribution in ccccrd-
a.nce with sociol rules hoving universol validity.
As a fightng slogan and statement of gooi we
propose:

Al! power to the workers' ecunellal Tho means of prbduction in the honds of the Workersl

The Breathing Spell
The crlsls, llke much else ln lite. ls a matter ot

custom; the longer one lives in it, the le8s detestable
lt ls tound. Even tho things are bad, still one t.els
that they mlght be worse,-- much 11ke a man who has been
ln an ac~ident and considers himselt lucky to have lost
only his legs and not his bead. Those who are tortunate
enough to return home trom a battle are otten still
more enthu8ed than they were on golng ln, and the dead
are it course dumb. Complalnts about the general m1sery
tlnally get on the nerTes eTen of the most sober-mlnded
and he seeks recreatlon ln the more colortul moments ot
l1te, whether politlcal assaslnatlons or tbe flrst
skirmlshes ot the com1ng world war. Atter tbe day's work,
the baseball or tootball game ot grownup chl1dren atlll
offers to lndlfterence the neces8ary stImulus and aner~
to read tbe boycotted Haarst press.

The newspaper economists appear to be rIgbt: tbe
depresslon was a psychologlcal pbenomenon,people merely
lacked the courage tor p-rosperlty. When tbe orlsls
ceased to be spoken of, lt was also quite passed. The
panicky state of mlnd whlch onOe set people demonstra-
tlng 1n t ront ot th e banks becaue e th el r money had
alreadY been taken up by others, the st"rike wave whi<;h
lt had been so hard to brlng Into legal channels,the
sulcides of bloated cepitallsts and emaciated workers,
the unreat ot the unemployed, -- all that i. torgotten
and consequently the dividends mount'. General Dawes,
the celebrated "volce trom the Middle West", pounds his
~bsent breast and propheaiea an undreamed-of prosperity.
aupporting his prediction on the basIs of the previous
analyses, wbicb aet the turnlng point of the crisis at



1935...•Forbes writes t h at, " Lnst.ea d of r acing a long, gr'ue>
Hne, p er-tod of defb.tion, dep resst on nn d stress, Americans
nuw face a period of recovery which should last longer than
the ap paLfn g downswing. And the com1ng prosperity promises
to be more widely shared and enjoyed than any previous
spellof prosperity," -- in wn t ch he merely gives expression
to t.h e general op t Imi sm, which is mnde responsible for the
good business bal~nces.

Jesse H. Jones, chairman of the Reconstruction Pin1nce
Corporation, spe~ks for thousands of other "leaders" 1n
industry and business when he s ays that "recovery has been
a t t a ï n ed and thnt there is no longer any f' ear or any
re:::sonfor feering that someth1ng is going to f cIl, down
upon us, that some great failure or dis:::stermay occur th~t
would serious ly disturb conditions u , And in E; letter to
the newsp aper king Roy "/.Howard, Roosevelt p r-ocLa Itn a for
the who Le netion: " the depression was (sic) the culmi-
nat ion of unheûlthy, however innocent crrcngements in
agriculture, Ln business en d in r inanc ev , And he finds it
" a sourCe of great sctisfaction th~t at this moment
conditions are such ~s to offer further subst!lnti!ll~nd
widesp read recovery".

So thc depression is now just (1' mntter of history;
it was, and the upward movement has set in which h~s
allo'.yedthe Roosevelt Administratibn to give business a
breething'spell. And, for th~t matter. the brcathing is
fin\3.

If thc cûuseS for the depression were sought as weIl
as found by differeht people in ~ccordance wlth their
v~rious interests, temperaments n~d intellects, hence in
t.h a most various p Laces, so the exp Lannt Ion for the
app ronchtn g new prosperity a re extremely me n Lfo Ld an d
contradictory. Just as it was generally ugreed, after
three years of depression, th~t there really WIlS !lcrisis
in the U.S.A.,so it is also now agreed th~t in about three
years prosperity will be really noticeable. The dispute
is merely r egerding the paternity of this coming p rospe>
rity, c.nd th e violence of th e dispute is not owing merely
to the circumstance of the forthcoming elections which
render n ecesaary ::: sha rper division of minds. It is true
thht the crown which Roosevelt set on his head is being
spatterea with mud by the liberty-thirsting anti-New
~ealers. In renlity, however. no one knows whet the
dispute is about, no one knows whut he is suying; the
most thut any of the disputants knows is the character of
his audience. Since the blockhend constantly finds some-
on e who is still more idiotic t hnn himself, this dt sput e
C1n be successfully waged by any one·

Now what has actunlly happened? The Roosevelt
Administr:ltion atte npt ed to comb at, the depression with

tbe following pr-ogr'am ( in th e Chief' s o wn wOl"ès) :"Th~
tablisbment of ~ \'Visebalance In Americ~~ econo~io llfe.

~~ restore our bnnkf n g system to pubLlc canfl,dence, to
roteet investors in tbe security msrket, td g,ve labor

freedom to organize and protectlon trom e~loitatlon, to
safeguard and dcv610p ou~ ~nt~onal r~so~rKes, to set up

rotection against tbe VIClss1tudes lnçld~n~ to old age
~nd une,nployment, t o relieve destitution una sur rertng,
and to relieve rnves tors an d consumers from the bur den
of unneccary corporate mach Lnery s " And even the
"he!llthy oppo st t Lon v to the New Deal ha.sto admlt,Forbes
writes, that " since the bottam of the depress~on. the

rogresS made is impressive. Stock p rteee, a slgnificant
barometer. are tbe hignest in four years Re~employment
is naw more encouraging th~n ut any time slnce the boom.
The purchasing power of our ugri-cultufal population
has increased quite substnntinlly. Including producing
capital. our du rnbl,e goods have Lat eIy, for th e first
time, shown real revival. The ~teel industry h~s multl-
plied its output fivefold since it reached nadlr, and
steel masters predict further gains. Banks are doing
20 tJ 25 per cent more business th~n twelve mon~hs ~go.
The tidu~ wave of dividend reductions nnd omiss1ons
bas spent lts force; resumptions and increases are now
becoming more an d more c ommon s " Etc., etc.

Now the fact is that none of these statements
inv.Jlves any responsibility; every one of ~hem ~s
co~letely without substance and exp:esses "othl~g more
th~n Mr. Forbes's optimism -- an optlmism tor whlCh he
is also paid. since of course 1t is no~ untl1 optimism
sets in that business gets going. And 1n reality this
whJle optimism and this prosperity cry ls bused on tbe
arbitrary generc.lization of indlvidu!\l cases j for the
nation as ~ whole .there is no sign of ncoming prospe-
rity or of en upswing. Thc government business chnrt
gives a cleurer picture regnrdlng the actual conditions.
a p i ct.ur-a..,hiehleads to other conc Ius t one tbnD- those
·.~hichure fevorable to business.

Ench index below represents the percentage of
"nor~a.l~ ( 100) as of tbe yeurs 1923-25. witb the ex-
ception of prlcesj these letter are based on tbe yeer
1926.
Year- Industrial Factory P~y- Freight- ~olesale-

Productlon ~ploymen\ rol1s lo~dings prlc€s
119 104.8 109.1 106 95.3

96 91.5 88.7 92 8~.4
81 77.4 67.5 '75 73.0
64 64.2 45 .3 56 64.8
84 78 .•0 59.1 60 70.8
84 78.0 59.1 60 70.8

1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
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1935: Ln du s t r i a L F'ac t o ry Fc:y- Freicht- 'Yh'11es:le-
I'roduction Employment roUs Lo a d i n gs prices.r cn . 90 80.5 64.1 64 78.8Feb. 89 81.9 69.1 65 79.5

Harch 88 82.4 70.7 65 79.3
"p r t 1 86 82.3 70.7 61 80.1
M"-y 85 81.2 68.5 61 80.2June 86 79.9 66.4 63 79.8
July 86 80.4 65.3 58 79.4
.~ug. 88 81.0 66.5 61 80.5

the most significant c henge af late ha s been in
prices: wh i c h are bigher t.h an at any time in five y ee r s .
Otherw1~e, . howevcr, since the beginrun g of 1935, since
the beg1nn~ng o~ t~e "~ew prusperity", no progress b~s
been made 1n br1ng1ng 1ndustrlal production b~ck to
"no~mal"~ The present depression is the longest in the
ent i re h Lsto ry of cap i tal is m•

, Colonel Leonard P.Ayres, Vice-president nnd econo-
mi s t of the Cleveland Trust Company., w r i.t ea in his
month Iy review in October 19'35: " Du r á n rz ',the last six
months o~ this ye'l'T the volume of inclt1stri!'.l production
ha s r eme i ne d SJ nea r Iy un chnngad that, in only on o month
ha s t~ere b e.en any va r i nt i on , Froduction declined du r in g
ths f1rst quatter nnd hes beGn elmost stcbilized since
then. The level n~ which thia bas t~ken plnce has been
aImos t exactly h'llf-wE:y between the low records made in
~932 ~nd again in 1933 Dnd thc computed norm~l level. It
lS abo ut the level r each od in t.h e- au t umn of 1930 an d t h e
spring of 1931." F'or four months, S:1YS' lIyres, "no
p ro gr es s has been raade in br i.n gdn g industrial p r oduc ti on
~ack tU,normal", Bnd he does not anticip~te any chanfe
1n the 1mmediate future. The only thlng of interes~
t.hr t he finds during the y ea r 1935 is t.h at it was the
mos t stabilized period in ame r l can history. " It s e ems
s t r-cnge t.h a t. this ah oqLd be sc, " he dec Lar es , "f o r th?'"':!
h as bee? th~s year, a ilrent Lnc r eas e in the output 0f ~he
9.ut~mot1ve 1ndustr~es and Rn important improvement i~
agr1culture. In the second qu~rter we haà the suspensi0n
of NRA, which might weLl have been exp ec t ed te c au ee
sudden Lmpo r t an t, chan ge s , and now we have the out.b r ce k
of war in /fr:!.c~. Nev e r-th e Les s , despite these po r t en t.ous
developments 3nd m~ny others of lésSer c0nsequence,the
flow of geoerJl business hes continued to move steudily
forward in almcst unchcnaing volume. There have been
few serious l ab o r disp utas , only moderrtte' p r i c e ch:>,·ges
for most c om.uo d i.t Lee ,,-nd no minor business b ö ornLet s o r
intermedihte c01lapses.~

, /,ltho in sh o r-p con t r-es t, to t.h c prevniri'ng.concep-
t1on. Colonel ~yres's survey presents an objective pic-
t~re of the actuQl situnticn. which permits of na opti-
mlsm as regards the nenr future. This objectivity is,
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bowever, rperely owing to the fac·t tbat Ay"'N3Sis stiJ..J.
holding to old ideas; ideas whicb r eLat e to the prospeM
ty of 1928-29. In the meanwbile, however, varlou~'disco-
veries have been made which have led to a trnnsformation
of economie c onc ept s , It is not merely that the times when
one danced around the golden calf are today generally
recognized as s lnf' u land the jazz age regarded as nbn o rmal ;
science alse sees today that the conditions of 1929 could
by nu me~ns be regnrded as typical prosperity, but rather
that the truly prJper expression of capitalism is the
stagnant dep r ee s i.on , Prosperity is denoted as the abno r+
mal. the crisis as the normal capitalist condition. lhus,
when Professor Dcu gLas , in his boc k controlli~.':~
i ons , us s e r t s t.hnt, the previous depressions wer() Olcr-
ëö.iië only th ru pure c hanc e, sucn a statement Inv oLves th e
view that the crisis condition is the normnl one i~ the
present system an d that only an acc.ident, wb t ch c an not
be counted upon, will help t~ evade it. And Professor H.
parker Willis, of Culumbia University, writee in his book
The Economics of Inflution : " It hud been evident, for
s ome time before 1929, th·;t at some comparutively ea r Iy
périod a r-eckon in g must be expec t ed, owing to t.h e abno r+
mol conditions then 'existing.1!

If those profitable conditions w~re abnormal, then
the conditions of today must be r-at ed as normal, an d the
present prosperity cry finds its justification by way of
such a simple means as a reversnl of conc ep t.s , 'Vith this
lugic, which prizes starving as the best nourishment, one
c~n really solve all problems. Even tho it is true that
the crisis did not first make its ap pee runc e in 1929,
but as ea r Iy as 1926 - or , in other wor ds, even if the
rate of accumulation feIl in 1926, thpt is, did not ad-
vanc e as much as would have been ne c es s e ry in order to
con~inue the general upswing - and business toak refuge
in i nc r ee s ed sp ecu l at.Lon, which cou Ld only eml in the
collapse of the unfavor::>ble speculntions, all which is
only n sign of the crisis which has been held up but not
averte~ -- nevertheless this speculation is onc of the
~~manifestations of tbe cnpitulist system. The ~h~~
o ~h€ prosperity down to 1929 is just as no rrnaL for
Capltalism as the whole_ of the depression s inc e 1929.
And so we Cnn hold conservatively with Ayres to thc old
~~ncepts ~n order to make ourselves intelligible, a~1 nre

,us not 1n a position to see in the stagnnnt depression
~lgns of the coming prosperity. What is more: t.h i s very
f r e ez rn g of the status quo" precludes, as we see it,

uny Jptimism whatever.

There is no doubt t.h ct , as we read in aReDort, "t.he
~ise in business activity in recent months haR' na t.u rn Ll.y
oenefi~ted corporate earnings materinl1y. De sp i c e higher
pe~at1ng casts and increased taxes, it is currently

est1mated that uggregute industrial earnings in the flrst
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qu~rter (1935) were scme 40 per cent cbûve the correspon-
ding period last y ea r, while in the sacon d half of the
year results ~re expected to be cround 30 per cent above
the 1934 level." The experts and advisers of Capital may
write their reports triumphantly, but the sour teste in
their mouth still remains. Roosevelt's monopolistic po-
li~y has helped industry to bring ~bout necessary techni-
cal nnd economic reorganizations, whieh have increased
profits. But with this there is still not mueh more
att~ined than a rise of profit for the enterprises mud-
dling thru the depression, and this rise of profit in
itself is of little signifiennce as regards the further
development. The mass of profit may be greater than befo-
re and still at the same time toa small to enable the
necessarily aecelerated accumulntion whieh alone would
bring with it a new general upswing. "The most inte-
resting and important problem involved in the relatively
static conditions of business, " writes Colonel Ayres, "is
the failure of the combination of great aecumulated
shJrtages)f goods and aceumulated surplusses of capital
to stimulate new business activity. Idle funds have
beeome sa large that interest rates have fallen to the
lowest levels ever recorued, and corporations are busily
ealling their bands an<yreissuinB them with lower coupons,
but save in rare instnnces they are not ereating genuinely
new issues. ~ew new business es are failing, and almost
no new onua of importance are being started. It is a
et range ano aaLy t.hat huge shortc.ges an d accumulated idle
capital are not being recJgnized as constituting oppor-
t.um t.y ;:' Surplus avai Lab Le for investment has been
increasing until there is naw ft huge reservoir of bank
deposits for credit expansion but of which no use is made.
The figure for b~nk deposits for the week ended September
18, 1935, is $ 20,630,000,000, which means a rise of
$ 3,320.000,000 in the last year and of 0 6,070.000,000
from the low of July 1932. 'I'hLs now existing surplus is
expected to bring back pr~s~erity. but there is not ths
slightest sign that it will be used for new productive
investments. Furthermore, some of the deposits have bea~
created by government expenditures involving no raturn,
so- that these deposits are )f no value to further cnp i ta-:
list accumulation. It becomes incrensingly obvious th~~
developea monopoly cnp ä t ali sm is a stagnant and hence a~,
t he sarne time a rotting capt t.eLtsm . 'Vhile on the one ~nr'd
the NR.\ po Licy, as an instrument for temporurily b ri dgin g
over the opposition of the less monopolized nnd less
cüncentrated capitals nnd for flssuring economic peace 1~
the process of this endeavor, is now a thing of the past.,
the tendency which it involves far the strengthening of
the monopolies nnd the promotion of cnpitu~ conc~ntra-
tion is carried on in the new legislation, the b3nking
bill, the taxing p rogrnm, etc. Thc the NRt, is dead in so
far as it made the pretention of being in harmony with
the interests ~f the workers, its monopd~lstic chnracter
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lives on and ccmp eLs tllewenker capitals to ever re~urr••
ent protests, which can not, however, hold up the event-
u!ll ruin alrecdy announced in the economic st~gnation.
The big monopvlies have to aceumulûte on an expanded
sc~le. ~nd th~t is the vcry thing which they find to be
neither prJfitflble nor pJssible. In order to hold what
they have, their own stagnation has to be made n univer-
s~l ~ffûir, end manifests itself in the strangling of the
initio.tive of the smeLl.er capLtaLa, vlhieh - however parn-
áoxic'll it mcy sound- precisely by r enaon of their wenk-
ness, still have passibilities of ~ccumul!ltion in candi-
tions which preclude accumulation for the big monopolies.
still. the strüngle-hold of the monopolies does not allow
the smaller capitals to uctualize thelr opportunities.
ontil the monJpclies are ~ble further to accumulate,
eC'.>n':>iUicst agnatt on is the only economic possibil1ty. even
tho at the same time lt involves thc slow destruction of
the weaker cnpitols uno must increasingly impoverish the
workers. The brcathing speLk spoken of today can be
'lpproised only within the capital1st blind alley. ''lhat-
ever t.he urivaI in the labor p.rees about high profits,
the tact is that they are not high enough to continue
the accumu Lct Lon of monopo Iy cap LtaL at the n eeessnry
temp;>~ The whole enormous reorgnnizatlon of capi tal wlth
a Vlew to better pr.Jf1te.bilityhas result.ed in nothift8
more th~n the mnintenr.nce of a certain crisis level.
Factors which at an earlier date would have enabled
overcoming the crisis merely suffiee, todoy to hold up
tlletoo rapid descent and affer nothing more than the
pr)SSl~ility of tempornry stab.ilizntion at a given point
'Jf cr-r et s , This state of affairs has only one future :
the she.rpening of the crisis and eventunlly a new tempo-
rory stabilizntion at a still lower level.

Th e prospects orrered monopoly capItal by this
bre~thing spell ~re th)se of seeklng in new military
encounters a redistribution of the sourees of profit
conforming better to the profit needs. But under the-
present conditions eneh imperialist nat10n Can assure
~nd better its existenee only ut the cost of other na-
l~on~. since a general world-wide upswing thru imperia-

stlC reorg~nization is not to be expected' and this is
~~u~valent to saying th~t the military atte~pts at OVer-

Inl':lgcan :mly lead to the eherpenferg of th e world
~rislS. The only visible prospeets for the small capL>

~ls are their destruetion by way of bankruptcies. Tha
~ldale class likewise is confronted only with its

Urther pauperization, ~nQ it Is only for the smaller
~~~~ of t~e elass,th~t t?e p~uperization is nlleviatedmi fnselsm. Fasclsrn. I'...tncl,would gra",~ parts of the

dale class tempornry concessions ot the expense of the
:?r~ers.defers the pauperizntion ol the middle clnss

~ out mverting it. The hopelessnesB of the whole
8 tUation becomes extremely cleer In the now concluded
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investigation of the Brookings Institution on "Income end
Socio.l progress", whi c h sees as the only s.olution of the
present difficulties a lowering of commodity prices with-
out further restriction of mass purchGsing power. This
innocent po s t t i cn contains the whole capi talistic dilemma,
and this in spite of the fact th at it is ~ false state-
~ent of' the problem. The renlly essential thing in capita-
lism ~s ths capitalist purcbasing power, which has to be
increased, but which c un on Iy be Lnc r ees ed t h ru tbe
restriction of vmc s s pu rchas ing power". In other words, the
lowering of commodity prices means noth1ng more t.han the
continuance of ac cumuLnt.Lon , So that A1oulton says for the
Brü~kings Institution practically only this: In order to
a t t a in prosperity, we have to p r-o sp e r , To bring th i s wis-
dom to light, tbe In~titutlon h~s expended ~ 150,000
fo r research pu rpo s es .

T E F L E N I N LEG END.
• * • * • •

•
The ysllower and mcre leatherly the skin of the mummified
Lenin grows, and ths higher ths atatist ically determined
number of visitors to the Lenin Mausoleum climba,the less
are people concerned about the real Lenin and his histor-
ical significance. }lore and more monuments are erected to
h:is memory, more and more mot ion p ic 1It:l.resturned OUt 'm '
.."hich he Is thscentral figure, more and more books writ-
ten about him, and the Ruasian confec'tioners mold sweet-
meat-s :in forme which bear his features. And yet the faded •..
ness of th~ faces on the chocolate Len ins .is matched by
ths unclaXl.ty an~ the imp~obabili tr. of' the stOl' les which
are told about hun. Though the Lenin Inatitute in }loaco••
may ~ubliah ,hiB collected worke, they no longer have any
meanmg bes ide the fantastic legenda which have formed a-
round his name, Aa aoon as people bege.n to concern them-
aelves with Lenin~B collar-buttona, they al'so ceaaed to
bother about hiB ädeas , Everyone tllen fashions his own
L~nin, and ~ not af ter his own image, at any rate af ter
hl.s own des Ir es , What the Napoleonic legend ia to France
and the legend of Fredricus Rex to Germany, the Lenin '
legend iB to the new Ruaaia. Just as people once abaolute-
ly refueed to believe in the death of Napoleon and juat
as they hoped for the resurrection of 'redrlcu~ Rex ao
in Rusaia still today there are peasanta to whomth~ new
"little.fa~her Czar" has not died, but ocnt muee to in-
dulge h l.S msat iable a.,pe t it eindemand Ing from them ever
freah tribu~e. Othera light eternal lamps under the pic-
tur e of Len l.n; tothem he is a sa int, a redeemer to whom
one prays for aid. lIillions of eyes stare at millions of
these pictures, e.nd see in Lenin the Ruaaie.n }loaee, St.
George, UlySSes, Hercul es, God or Devil. The Lenin cul t
has become a new religion before which even the athe iet. ic
communl.Sts gladly bend the mee; it makes 1ife eas ier i~
~ve~y respect: Lenin appears to them aa the father of the
OVl.et Republ~oJ the man who made victory possible for

!he revolution, the,great leader without whomthey themr.
elve~ would not ex~st. But not onjy in Ruasia and not

only.l.n ~opular legend, but alao to a large part of the
~arxl.st,l.ntelligentsia throughout the world, the Russian
.!VOlut~on h~a become ~ world event ao cloBely bound up
t th t~e gen lU~ of Lenän that, one geta the ~reB8 ion
h~t Wl.thout h lm that r evolu t ion and hence alao world

l.story might possibly have taken an esaentlally different
~<?urse. A truly objective analysis of the RUSBian Revolu-

l.on, ho~ever, will at once reveal the untenability of
Buch an l.dea.

"The aSBex:tion that hiatory is made by great men is trom
a. theoiDet l.Cal standpoint wholly unf'ounded ", auch are the
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Capital knows only one wcy out of the crlS1S: more
profit. And this more can only be driven out of the
work e r s , s inc e the NRA went un de r, more than 20,000 firms
have Cut wages, leng.hened the working day, increased the
intensity of the lcbor process. Unemployment has not
essenti~lly decrensed. This years relief grants have been
s~t at : 1,227,973,573, aS compnred with 3 1,013,069,738
in the corresponding ten months of Last y ea r . Torlay
r-e Liaf is being cut everywhere, of ten mor-e t.han 10 per
cent. Tbe unemployed on relief jobs rece1ve wagas which
ara only ~ little more th9n the relief rates. T~e more the
work er ë are tmpov e.ri sh ed, however, the more t nLk is
heard of social security: hope is to take the place,of
tread. But the cnpitalists know, better than all the
so c i aL reformers, wbat is really going on, end one such
so c i a I r ef o rme r ree.ently received from Henry F'Jrd the
ironic but no less pertinent an swe r-: "You can r t make
s ecu r i t.y on e-e s i ded ; who is going 't o s ecu r e the s ec ur i.>
tiels? " "nd s inc e the "sec'urities" ure still the lords
óf t.h e world, there can hc rd ly be any qu est i on that they
will first make themselves seaars.

Factory employment since March 1935 is estimated
to have droppea 1.4 points aod pay rolls to hftve decli-
ned 4.2 points. In view of this difference, capital
b r eat.h es for tbe moment somewbat more freely. But the
bre~thing spell is briefj soon ccpitnlism will again
strike ab out i t s s Lf like ". dr owni ng man, an d one will
be v'ery pntriotic and sp eak ent hu s i a s t Lce Ll.y of e new
world war.
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words in whioh IJ en in himself turns on the legend which
insists on making h im aLone responsible for the suooess
of the Russian Revolution. He oonsidered the World War
determining as r egar-da the direot cause of its outbreak
and for the tillle of its ooourenoe. Yes, without that war,
he says, "the revolution would possibly have been post-
poned for deoades longer ". The idea that the outbreak
and th8 oourSe of the Russian Flevolution depended in very
large measure on Lenin nöcessarily implies a oomplete
identifioation of the r evoIut i on with the taking over of
power by the Bolsheviks. Trotsky has made aremark to
the effect that the entire oredit for the aucceaa of t.he-
Ootober upr Ia ing belongs to Lenin; against the opposI t ion
of almost all h is party fr iends, the resolu t ion for in-
surreotion was oarried by him alone. But the seizure of
power by the Bolshev iks did not g ive to the revolut ion
the spirit of Lenin j on the oontrary, Lenän had so com-
pletely adapt ed himself to the neoess ities of the revol-
ut ion that pr ac t Icajj y he fulfilled the task of that
olass whioh he ostensibly combatted. Of course it is
of ten asserted that with the taking over of state power
by the Bolsheviks, the originally bourgeois-democratic
revolution was forthwith conver tred into the sooialist-
proletarian one, But is it really possible for anyone
seriously to believe that a single political aot is oap-
able of taking the place of a whole historical develop-
mentj that seven months--from February to Ootober--
sufficed to form the eoonomio presuppositions of a so-
c ial ist revolut ioniin a oountry whioh was just engaged
in getting rid of its feudal and absolutistic fetters,in
order to give freer play to the foroes of modern capüal-
ism?

Up until the Revolut ion, and in vel"y large measure even
yet today, the deo isive role in the eoonomio and soeial
development of Russia was played by the uagrar ian ques-
tibn. Of the 174 million inhab~tants prior to War, only
24 mUl ion lived in 0 ities. In each thousa...'1dof the
gainfully employed, 719 were engaged in agr icul ture. In
spite of their enormous eoonomio importanoe, the major-
ity of the peasants still led a wretohed existenoe. The
cause of their deplorable situation was the insuffioienoy
of soil. State, nobility and large landed proprietors as-
sured to themselves with ae iat i c hrutality an unoonso ion-
able explo~Üation of the population.

Since the abolition of serfdom (1361) the soarcity of
land for the psasant masses had"oonstantly been the quss-
tion around whioh all others revolved in Russian domestic
pol itics. It formed the main objeot of all reform endea-
vors , whioh saw in it the dr iv ing power of };he approaoh-
ing revolut ion, whioh had to be turned as ide. The f inan-
cial polioy of bhe czarist regirne, with its ever new
levies of indireot taxes, worsened the situation of the

10

peaeanta still more. Tbe expendi~res ~or ths army, tbe
fleet, tbe state apparatus, attal.ned gJ.g€tntio proportiona.
Tbe greater part ?f tbe State b~dget went for unproduo-
t ive purposes ,wbleb totally rumed tbe eoonomie founda-
t ion of agr ioul tur a.

"Freeiom and Land" was thus the necessary revolutionary
demand of t~e peasants. Under tbis watchword oeeurrad a
series of peasant uprisings wl'lich soon, in theperiod
from 1902 to 1906, assumed significant scope. In combina-
tion with the mass strike movements of the workers taking
place at ths same time, they produoed sueh a violent eom-
motion in the heart of Czarism that that period may in
truth be denoted as a "dress rehearsal" for the revolu-
tion of lS17. Tbe way in whieh Czarism reaeted to these
tebelliona ia beat illustrated by the expression of the
then viee-governor of Tambiovsk, Bogdanovitch: "Few ar-
:o:ested, ths more sbot". And ene of the off:ioers who bad
taken part in tbe euppr es a ion of the insurrect ions wrote:
"All around u~, bloodshedj everything go ing up in flames;
we ahoot, strlke down, st ab ", It was in th1s sea of blood
and flames that the revolution of 1917' was born.

Notwithstanding the defeats, the pressure of the peaeante
grew more and more menacmg , It led to the Stolypin re-
forms, ~hioh, h~wever, w~re only empty gestures, stopped
short Wl.th promlSes and m reality brought the agrarian
question not a single step forward. But onee the little
fing~r has had te be ext ended , there will soon be snatch-
ing tor the whole hand. The further worsening of the
peasants' situation during the war, the defeat of tbe
O~a:ist armie~ on ~hs fronts, the îrowing revolt in ths
el.tles, the cnaotiè czarist poliey in whieh all r eaaon
was thrown overboa~d, ths ~eneral dilemma resulting to
al~ classes o~ socle~y, le~ to the February revolution,
~~leb first 01 all fmally brought about the violent aoäu-

lon of.tbe agrarian question, which bad been a burning
one dur mg tbe past half century. lts political char ac-
~er, however, was not impressed upon this revolution by
he peasant movement; th is movement merely gave i t its

graat powdr. In the f irst announcements of the central
~~eout ive co~ ittee of the Pet er aburg workers ' and s01-
tiersl eounclls, the agrarian question was not even men-
at onedo" But the peasants soon forced themse1ves upen the
to tent aon o~ tb~ new government. Tired of watt.;tng f')r it
ot take act 1O~ an t~o agrar Lan quest ion, in April and Nay
pr.19I7 the dlsapPolnted peasant masses began to appro-
t l.ate the land for tbemselvea. The soldiors on tbe
t~onts, fearful of failing to gat their pro")e:::chare in
ba~ new dis~rib~tion, abandoned the tr~nohe~ and hur~ied
howk to thell' vlllagdS. TlHlytook their V1oaponswith them,
it ever, anq ~b~s of!ered the new g070rnmJnt no possièil-
OiY of .reet~~lnlng tnem. All its appeaLs to tho sentiment

natlonality and the sacredtless of Puss aan interests



were of no avail agaulst the urge of the masaes to pro-
vide at last for their own economic needa. And those
needs were embraoed in p eac e and land" It was relat~d
at the tims that peasants who were implored to remaln on
the front as otherwise the Germans would occupy ~oscow,
were quit~ puzzled and answered the governm,Wj emlssar-
ies: "And what 's that to us? Why, we' re from the Tamboff
Government 11.

Lenin and the Bolsheviks did not invent the winning slo-
gan "Land to the p eaaant s J'j rather, they accepted the
I'eaî peasant revolut ion g cä ng on, Indep enden'tLy of them.
Taking advan tage of the vacillat mg att Ltude of the Ker-
ensky regime, which still hoped to ~e ~ble t~ settie ths
agrarian question by way of peacefu~ dlScusslon, the Bol-
shevik~ won the good-will of the peas~1ts a.'1dwere thus
enabled to drive ths Kerensky govarnment out ,and take
over the power themselves. But this was posslble f?r ,
them only as agents of the peasan~sl will, by sanctlonln&
their appropriation of land, and lt wag onl~ th~ough thelr
support that tte Bolsheviks were able to mamtaln them-
selves in power.
The slogan "Land to the peasants 11 has not?ing to do with
communist principles. The cutting up of tne l~rge estates
into a great number of small independent far~ln~ enter-
prises was a measure directly opposed to SOClallSm, ,and
which could be just if ied only on t~e ground of taet l~al
necessity. Tha subssquent changes ln the peasant pOllCy
of Lenin and the Bolsheviks were powerless,to e~f~ct any
change in the necessary cons cquenc ee of t h äs or 19 ~n~ ,
opportunist ic policy. In spi te of all the colle<?tlVlZ:mg,
which up to now is largely 1 imitsd to ths t eoh nfce.L s~da
of the productive proc~sa, Russi~ agrieultu~e 7s ~tl:l
today basically ,deterrn~ed by prlva~e eco~o~l<? lnt~lesus
and motives. And this ln'lf.olvesthe lll!pOSSlblllty, m the
industrial field as well of arriving at more than a,
state-capitalist economy: Even though this s~ate capJ,.tal-
ism aims at transforming the Ïarming populatlon ??mplete-
ly into expbè Ltabk e agz dcu Ltiur aL wag~ wO~'kers, tn;is goal
is not at all 1 ikely to be att a ined an v lew of the new
revolut ionary encountars bound up with sueh a ven~ura',The
prosent collact iviz ing cannot be regarded as the lu~f 111-
ment of socialism. This becomes clear when one e?nSl~~rs
that observers of the Russian scene such as Maurlce Hlndus
hold it possible that lieven if the S~viets wer~ ~o co1~-
apse, Russian agrieulture would remaln COllectlvlze~,wlth
control more perhaps in the hands of the peas~ts tn~n of
the government". Howev er , even if the bo Lsh ev aat ag r äcu.l+-
tural '001 icy wera to lead to the des ired end, eve n a state
capitaiism extending to all branches ~f n~tio~a~ economy,
t he s ituat ion of the workers would st ül remam unch~~ed.
Nor could sueh a consummation be regarded as a tr~slt~on
to real soe ial äsm , s inee those elements of the populat ~on
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oW privileged by the state oapitaliem would derend their
nrivilegos against all ohanges in exaetly the same way as
äid the private owners pteviously at the time of the 1917
re'fOlution.
Tbe induetrial workers st ill formed a ver)' small minority
of the populat ion, and were aocordingly unabla to impress
u on the Ruas Lan Revolution a,character in keeping with
their own neede. Tha bourgeois elements which likewise
were combatting Czarism, soon.recoiled before ths nature
of their own tasks. They could not aceede to the revolu-
tionary eolution of the ag~arian question, ,since,a ge~sr-
al expropriation of land mlght all too eas1ly brlng 1n
its train the expropriation of industry. Nelther the pea-
sants nor the workers followed them and the fate of the
bourgeoisie was deoided by the temporary alliance between
these latter groupa. It was not the bourgeoisie but thB
workers who brought the bourgeois revolution to its con~
cluslon; the plaoe of the capi talists was tàken ,over by
the bolshevist etate apparatue under the Lenin18t slogan:
lilt capitalism anyhow, then let's make it". Of course
the workers in the c ities had overthrown capitallsm, but
ollly in order now to oonvert the bolsheviat party appara-
tue into the ir n8W masters. In the indust~ lal ci t iee the
wor kers , etruggle went on under socialist demands, eeem-
ingly indépsndent of the peasant revolut ion under way at
the aaae time and yet in a dec is ive aens e determined by
thls lat ter • The ~rig inal revolut ionary dernands of the
workers were objedtively incapable of being oarried thru.
To be sure, the workers were able, with ths aid of ths
peasants, to win the state power for their party.but this
nee Stat~ soon took a posit ion d irectly opposed to the
workersl interests. An opposition which even today has
assumed forms whieh actually make it possible to spaak
of a -Red Czarlsm": suppression of strikes, deportations.
mails exeoutions, and hence also the coming to life of new
illegal organizations which are conducting a communist
revolt againet the present bogus socialism. Tbe talk just
now about sn extension of democracy in Russia, the thoUgth
Of introducing a sort of parliamentarism, the resolution
at the last soviet eongress about dismantling the dicta-
torship, all thts is merely a tactical msnoeuver designed
to oompensate for ths governments latest acts of violence
against the oppos ition. These promises are not to be
taken eeriously, but are sn outgrowth ol' the Leninist
practica, which was alwaye weIl calculated to work both
Ways at ths same t ims in the interest of its own stabil-
ity and seourity. Tbe zigzag oourse of ths Leninist
POliey eprings from the neo eaa ity of conformjz]g constant-
1y to the sh ift lnga of class forces in Buss ia in suoh
mannar that the government may always remain master of
the aituation. And 90 there is aooepted today wbat was
hrejected the day bef~e, or vice verea; unprincipledness

a8 been elevated into a prinoiple, and the Leninist
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party i,Qoono ern ed qUh onl y ~ne thing, nameLy , the exer+
c ise of state power at any pr lee.

At t:his place,hoWever" we are interested onl y in .making
oLear tha.t the Russ tan Revo.lut.ion wa.tjlnot dependent on
Len in or on the Bolahev Iks , but that th e dec is ave elemént
in it was the revolt of the peasants. And for t~at ma~ter
Zinoviev, etill, in power at the t une and on Lenin t s s Ide ,
had stated as late as the llth Bolshevik Party Congress
(Yarch-Apr il 1921): "It was not the proletarian vanguard
on our side, but the coming over to us of the army, be-
cause we demanded peao e , which was the decLs äv e factor
in our victory. The army, however , cona iat ed of peasants.
If we had not been supported by the mill ions of peasant
soldiars, our victory over the bourgeoisie would have
been out of the quest ion n. The great int ar eat of tha p0a-
sants in the matter of land, ths slight interest with
reference to the queat ion of gover nment , enabled the
Bols hevists to conduct a victorieus struggle for the
góvernment. The peasants ware qui te will ing to leave the
Kremlin to the Bclsheviks, provided only that they them-
selves were not ir:terfared with in their own struggle a-
gainst the large eat at a ownora ,

Eut even in the c it Ies , Len in was not the dec is iv a factor
in the conflicts between caPi tal and Labor. On ilhe con-
trary, he was helplassly drawn along in nbe wake of the
workers, who in their demands and aetual measures went
far beyond the Bolshaviks. It was not Lenin who conducted
t he r evoIut äon , out the revblution ccnduo.t ed h i.ra, Though
as late as the October up r i a ing > Lenin restr äot ed h Is
earl ier and more thorough-going. domaride to th at. for con-
trol of produc t ion, and wished to st op short wJ.tt the
acc iaf äaat i.on of the banks and t r anapor-t at äon facïlities,
wi thout the general abo l.It ä on of pr ivate owner sh i.p, the
wDrkers paid no ~urther attent ion to hie views and expro-
pr iated all ente rp r i aea c It is ~terest Lng to r aca'l I that
the first decree of 'the bolshevik gover nmerrt was d ar ec ted
againet tte wild, unauthor ized expr opr iat ions of factor-
ies through the workers' councils. But these soviets were
st i11 stronger than the partyapparatu6, and 't~ey <?ompel-
led Lenin to issue the decree for the nat Ionat i zat aon of
all industr ial enterpr is ea. It was only under the pres-
sure brought to bear by the workers that the Bolsheviks
consented to this ohange in their own plans. Gradually,
through the extension of state power, the i.~fluence of
the soviets bec ame weakened, unt il t oday th.oly no longer
serve more tha,n decorat ive purpce es .

During the first years of ths revolution, u~ to the in-
troduct ion of the New Economie Policy (19~lJ, the r e was
actually of course acme exper Iment a't ion in Pusai a in the
oommuniet sena a. ThLs is not , howaver, 't 0 be tl at down t 0
the account of Lanin, but of those forçe8 wûich made o~
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:iIIl a poli t ic al chamaï eon who at one time as aumed a re-
hotionary and at ~~other a revolut~?nar~ color~ Newp~a~
aant uprt s ings against the BoLaheviks f J.rst .drlve Lenrn
~o a more radical policy, a stronger emphasJ.s upon ths
nterests of the workers and the.poor .peasants,who ~ad

10me off short-handed in connsctJ.on wJ.th ths flrst ~J.s-
~ribution of land. But then th~s.policy, proves ~ f~llur~

inc e the poor peasants whose ant er eat a are ~hUd pref er .••.
8ad refuse to support the BoLahee i.ks and Lenm. "t urns
~he face again to the middle peaaant s ", In SUCh~ case,
Lenin nas no aorup Lea about streng'lihen:ng the.prJ.va,te-
capit-alist eLemerrts anew, and the ear Li.er all~es, wno
have now grown uncomfortable, are shot down wl.th cannon,
as was the case in Kronatadt.

Ths powe.c, an~ ~o~hin~ ,bu~ the power j . ,it is tothil;! that
tha _hol& POl:J.t1caJ.vruaGlom.-;of,:Lan,m;fl.nally reduces. Thetaat that ths pathsalong which it is attained, tha m~ans
.hich lead to it, determine in their t.~n t~e ma~e:r ~n
_hieh that power is appl ied, .wa~ a mattex: wJ.th w~lcn ~e
had very li ttle concern. Soc J.àlJ.sID, to h im, was an the
l.aat instance merely a kind of state capi talism,after the
"model of the German postal service ", And this stat e cap-
ital iam he overtook on his way, for in .rac t t her e was no-
tliing eLse to be ovartaker:. It was merely a qu~st i?n of
who waa to be the.benefic J.ary of theetate capLta.Liamj and
here Lenin gave px ece nence to none .. And so George Berl!aJ.'d,
Shaw, returning from Russia, 'las qu ät e correct when, m a
lecture before theFabian Society in London, he stated
that "the Ruseian ccnmumem is nonhIng more than the put-
t ing into practice of the Fabian program which we have
been preaching the last forty yaars".

No one, however, has yet euspected tho FaQians of contain~
ing a world-revolutionary force. And Lenin is, of course,
f irat_ of all acclaimed as a world revolut ionary, notwith-
standing the fact that the present Russian government ,by
which his "eat at e " is admin Is t er ed , issues emphatic de-:
nial when the prees publishes reports of Russian toasts
to ths world revolution, as happened recently in connec-
t ion with reports of the New York Times on the All-
Ruseian Congres8 of Soviets. The legend of the world-
revolutionary significance of Lenin receives its nourish-
ment from his consistent international position dur äng
the World War.- It was quite impossible for LenIn at that
time to conceive that a Russ ian revolut ion would. havc no
further r ep erc uas ione and be abandoned to itsalf. Thel'-.)
were two reasons for this view: f Ir st , becauae such él
thought was in contradiction with the objactive s i t uat ion
reeulting from the World War; and secondly> he aS3umed
that the onslaught of the ämperd a.I ist nat ione againet the
Bolshevike would break the back of the Ruasdan Revolutionti the proletariat ,of Western Europe failed to coma to
the reacue. Lenin IS call for tha world revolut ion was
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primar Hy a call for support and maIrrt en anc e of bo Lsh e-
v ik power. The proof that it was not much mor e t h an th it
is furnished by hi s inconsistency in this question: in
addition to making his d emanda f or world r ev oLut Lon , he
at the s ame time c ame OU'~for the i'~~ight of self-detar-
mination of a Ll, op pr es s ed p eop l es 11, for .',1..eir nat ional
1 rbe ratton. Yet this d oub Le+enür y boo kke ep Lng sp rarig
likewise fr om the jacobin ical ne ed Ol t c e Bo l ehev Lks for
holding on to power. Witi, bot n plogans th c f'or c es of in-
t erv en t ion of the capi talist countr Les in Rusaian affa ira
was weakened, s i.nc e their at t ent ion was thus diverted to
thair owh tarritories and c o.Lonäes , 'Ihat maant a respite
for the Bolsheviks. In order to make it as long as pos-
s ibl e , Lenin and the Bolsheviks ua e d the är International.
I t eet for itself a double taak: en t he one nand , t o sub-
ordinate the workera of Wdatern Europa fu'1d knerica to
the will o~ MoacQw; ~ the other, to strengthen the in-
flu~nce of Yoacow upon the peoplea of Eastern A~ia, Work
on the international field was modeled af ter the course
of the Russian Revolution. The goal was that of como in-
ing the interaats of the workars and peasants on a world-

vi ide scale and control of them through the Bolshev iks J,by
me an s of the Comnunist ïnt e rnat tonal , In this way at
Least the bolshevist at at e power in Russia received èup-
port; and in case the world revolution should really
spread, the power over the world was to be won. Though
the f~rst design was attended wit'h suc c eas , at the same
time the s econd f a i.l.èd of accompl ie~lmen-+:;.The w-Jrld rev-
olut ion was unab.l.e to make headway as an en l a rg ed imita-
t ton bf the Russian, and the m-.t ir:mal li::üt at ions of the
v ictory in RU8,SLa nec es aa.r ily made 0f t.ne Bolshev iks a
counter-revolut ionary f'o r c e on t he internat.ional plane.
Hence also t.he demand f or the "wo:::lè. rev oIut ion 11 was con-
verted into the "d;heory of th9 bu äccing of s oc La.Láam in
ODe country". And this is not a p er v ers ion of the Lenin-
ist standpoint--as Trotsky, for examp Le , assarts today--
but the direct c onaequenc e 0f the pseudo wcrld-revolutiOll-
ary policy pursued by Le n i.n h ize eLf ,

It was c1ear at that t Irae, esren .. ti:;,,jln.anyBolshev iks, that
the reetriction of the revülution to' Russia would make
of the Russian Revolut ion itself a factor by which the
world r evo Lut Lon woul d be Impcded , Thus, for examp Le ,
Eugene Varga wrote in his boo k IIEconomic Problems of the
Proletarian Dictatorship 11 j pub Li aa ed by the Comrr.unist In-
ternational (1921): IlTha danger exists that Russia may be
cut out as the mot ive power of the bternational r evo l u-
tion ••..• There ara communists in Russ ia who have g r ojsa
tired of waiting for the E:ü.1'opean revolution and wish to
make t h e best of the ir nat ional isolat ion ..... With a Rua-
s ia which wou1d regard t h e soc i a'l r ev o ï ut ion of t hc otl)xr
countr ies as a matter with which it had no concern, tbs
capi talist c ourmr ies would at any rat e be able t 0 li v e in
peaceful neighborliness. lam far from boLäev ing that
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auch a bo t t li r.g u"') of r avo l ut ionary Russla would be able
to stop t no ~jrogro68 of t he world revo Lut Ion , But that
prog::.'e~8 vrcu Ld b~ S~OWd~ -:;'own11. AnC: w~ t,h tu~ ahar pcn mg
domast lC cr 1808 1!1 I1USSla around tnc.t -.:;az.e, J.t was not
long beforo al mosu all c ozmuná st s , including Val'Ga him-
SJlf, had the feeling of which Varga harè complains. In
faot, st Hl earli al', ev en in 1920. Len in and Trotsky took
pains to stem the r evo l ut äcnary forces of F.u:i:ope. Pcac e
throughout thu world was required in order to assure the
building of state c ap i t a l i em in Pus a La unde r the auap i ces
of t he Bolshev Lks , It was inadvisable to have this »eac e
disturbed si ther by way of war o r n cw revolut ions, !"O:i: in
either cas e a count r y Li ke nussia was sure to be drawn in.
Accordingly ~er.:in Impo a ed , through ap'l itt ing and inh' igus,
a neo-reforml.st course upon the labor mov ement of W",stez n
Furope, a course which led to ns tetal di~solution. It
was with s~arp wor ds indesi that Trotsky, with the appro-
val of Len m , turned on the up r i s i.ng in Central Ge rmany
(1921): "We must flatly s ay to the German workers that we
regard this phiLos ophy of the offens ive as t ne greatest
danger and in ns practical application as the greatest
political crime", And in another revolutior.:ary situation
in 1923, Trotsl-::y dec Lar ed to the correspendent of the '
Manchester Guardian, again with the approval of Lenin:
"We are of co urs e int erested in the victory of the wer-
king classes, but it is not at all to our interest to
have the revolut ion break out in a Europe wh ich is b Led
and exhauat ed , and to h av e the proletariat receive from
~he hands of t he bourgeoisie nothing but ruins. We are
l.nterested in the maintenance of p eac e ", Anci ten years
l~ter, w~en Hitler seized power, the Comwunist Interna-
t l.ona~ d id not move a f inger to prevsnt. Trotsky is not
orlly an error, bu t r cv ea.La a failura of memory result ing
no doubt f r om the loss of his uniform, when today he
cha~acterl.Ze9 Stalin's failure to help the German com-
mun rat s as a betrayal of the p r inc Ip Lea of Leninism.This
betrayal was constantly practised by Lenin and Trotsky
hl.."1lself. But according to a dictum of Trotskyls the im-
~orta.x:-t thing, is! of course, not what is done, but wh o

oes l.t. Stahn a s , as a matter of fact, the be at dis-
clple of Lenin, insofar as concerns his attitude to GeI'-
man f~scism. Ths Bolsheviks have also, of course, not
~:fr~me~ r r o.n entering into, alliances with Turkey and
o,ndmg poll.tl.cal and ec onomic support to thc) g oue rnmerrt
w~r that ,country ever: at a time wh en the aha.rp eat measures

h i e be ing taken thare against the c ommuni.at a --measures
VI lch frequently eclipsed even the actions of'a Hitler.

Infview o~ t he fact that the Communist International in
;~rar as lt ~ontlnue~ to function is merely an agency
, the Rus s Lan tour ast trade, in v iew of the cellapseln all t' ,fr .< coun r l.es of t he c<?wmunlst m~)Vements con t r oLj ed
i om ~oscow, thc legend or Lenl.n, tne world-revolution-
at, as no doubt sur r ic iently weakened that one may
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oount on its disappearance in the n ea r fuoo.re. And Ol
course even today 'the hangers-on of the COrill"unist In-
ternat ional a1'S no Longer operat ing with the concept of
the world r ev oLut ion, but s)eak of the "Workers Father-
land ", f r on, wh äcn they draw their enthus raaa so long as
they are not forced to li v e in it as workars. ~hose who
continue to ac cl af n Len in as the world revol ut r ona ry par
exo eLl enc e are as a nat t er of fact ge t t i ng exo ited ab out
noth ing more than Len i.n ' s poli t wal dr eams of wo:.:~d-wide
power, drea:ns which faded to noth ingness in the llght of
day.

The contradict ion exist ing between the -'lieal histor ical ,
s ignif icanc e of Lenin and that whic~ is gener~ly aser Ibed
to hiro is greater anJ.,at the s ame t äme , mor~ mscrutable
than in the case of any other personage actlng on modern
hietory. We have shown that he cannot be made reeponsible
for the success of the Ruseian Revolution, and also that
hie theory and practice cannot, as i~ so of ten don~~ be
appr aa aed as of world-revol'..lt ionary lmportance. Nel ther,
in spite of all assertions to ohe contrary~ ca~ be be ~e-
garded as having extended or sllpplemented,~arxlsm. In the
work of Thomas B. BrameLd, entitled "A Phllo??phlC~l Ap-
proach to Oommuniam", recently puiJlished by tne ün iv er=
eity of Chicago, communi sm is still defined ~s "a s~nthe-
s is of the dcc tr ines of Marx, F.ngèls a n:i Len 1I~", It 18, not
only in this book , but also generally , ar.d q~lt~ part lCU-
larly in the party-commun ist press, that Lenm 18 p Lac ed
in sllch arelation to Marx and Engels. Stalln has denoted
"Leninism" a.s·.~ "Marxism in the period of iriiperialism"~
Sueh a pos it ion, however, dar ives its O~ly jus~ if ic at ron
from an unrounded overest imation of Lenm. Len m has not
added to Marxism a single elemant which c~uld be rated,
as new and indepèndent. Lenin's philosophlCal outlook i s
dialectical materialism as developed by Yarx, Engels and
Plechanov. It is to it that he refers in connect ion wi~h
a11 important pr ob.lems j it is his,criter~on ~ everltning
and the final court of e..ppeal. In his mam phllosopnlcal
work "Materialism and &nDirocriticism", he merely re-
peat~ Engels in t r ao ing the oppos it ions of the different
ph ilosophical po ints of, v iew back t 0 the (:me great. con-
tradiet ion: Materialism vs. Idea.Li am, Whlle for tne
first position , Nature is primary and Mind,second~ry,
exactly the opposite holds of the other. T~l~ )re~lously
known formulat ion is documented by Len än wltn ad d rt ronaï
material from the various fields of kncwl ed.ge , And so
thera can be no though t of any essent ial ,eUl' ichment of
the marxian dialectic on the part of Lanm. I~ t~a f i eLd
of philosophy, to speak of a Leninist school a.s ampose ib'l e

In the field of economie theory, a ï ao , no .such indepen-
dent s ignificance can be ascr ibed to Lenir.. Lenin "s ec-
onomie wr it inga are more marx äst than those of any of h is
oon t empor ar Les , but thoy are only brilliant applicationl?
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of tho all'eady exiating econo~ic doctrines associated
with Harxism. Len in had absolutely no thought of be ing
an independent theorot ic ian in mat t er s of economics; to
h im, l,farx had aLr eady said everything fundamental in
this field. Si.'rlCe, to his mirid , it was quite impossible
to &0 beyond iJarx" ho c onc er ned himself with notb ing
further than provmg that the marxist postulates Vlore in
accord w ith t ho ac t ua'l dev el opment . Bis pr inc i.oa l wor k
on aconomica, IIThö Development of Capita1ism iÎl Ruse i.a ",
is eloquent t es t iroony on this point. Lenin never wanted
to be more than }iarx's diseiple, and so it is only in
legend that one oan speak of a theory of "Len in asm".

Lenin wanted above aU else to be apract ical politieian.
Hla theorotieal worka are almost exclus ively or' a polem-
ie nature. They combat the theoret ieal and other enemies
of Uarxism, which LenIn identifies vr i th his own politic-
al strivings and those of the Bolsheviks generally. To
Narxism, p rac t Ic e dec ides regarding the truth of a theory
As a practlclan endeavoring to actualize the doctrines of
IJarx, Lenin may have actually rendered i,'arxism an enor-
mous ~erv~ea. However, as regards Marxism again, every
praet lOe as a social on e , which ean be modif ied and in-
f Lucnc ed by individuals only in very limited measure,
never deoisively. There is no doubt that the union of
theory and practice, of final goal ar.d concrete ques t ions
of the mOQent, with whieh Lenin was constantly concerned
may oe acclaimed as a great aocomplishment. But the '
cr rter ron for this accornplishment is again the aucc eas
wh~ch attends it, and that succes6, as we have already
sa id , was denied to Lenin. His work not only failed to
advanee the world r evoLut ionary movement ; it a Is o fa iled
~o form ,the precondit ions for a truly socialist s oc iety
III RusSla. ~he sueeess (euch as it was) did not br ing h izu
nearer to h i s goal, but pushed it farther into the dis-
tance.

The actual condition in Russia and the present sitaation
of t~e ,workers throughout the world ought really to be
sufflelent proof to any communist observer that the pros-
ent IIleninie,tll policy is just theopposite of that ex_
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pres~~ by lts phraseology. And in the long run such a
oonu lt ion must without doubt destroy the ar t i f i o ia11y
~~nstructed Len ~ ~ege~d, s o that history itself will

lnally s.et Len rn III h ra proper historical pLac e ,

... "" .•. .
* * * * * *
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T H ~ B R U 3 S ELS CONFERENCE

t he forces by which GOCiety is moved, Their concept ion
of t he t as ka and tactic of the oou rc i I communists of
t he new labor mov emerit is directly influenoed by the
praotical neoeosities of the daily struggle; theory 00-
cupies s acond pLace , an~ is regarded as resulting from.
experienoe of the praotloal class struggle. They go stlll
a step farther, however; they want to take what is be-
1 ieved to have been found as the tasks and tact io of the
oounoil communists as a r se ujt of the praot ioal struggle
against National Socialism in Germany and give it valid--
ity as a direotive for th~ couno il c<?mmuni~ts~n an in-
ternational ecale. And t.hi s becauae rn th e ir v lew the
devel-opment throughout the world la dr iv Ing to condit ions
1ike those in Germany. • . •

The act ively working groups in Germany have not yet COili-
pletely broken with the conceptione of the old labor
movsment now in a state of collapse. Thus we see it is
not true that theory is a secondary matter resulting
from practioe and exper ience. Without a certain insight
into the oourse of the process of development of society,
and without the conoeption deduced therefrom regarding
the taska to be mast er ed , not a eiriBle movement is pos-
s ibl e, Invers ely: theor et ic al Ins igh t is the pr esuppos ï-
tion of any movement whioh wants not merely to incite
to insurrection and to rebel against euppr ees ion , but
wante to work in a revolutionary sense, that is, in a
manner caloulated to transform soc iety. . . . Thru the
ent ire resolution ther e runs 1 ike a red line the endea-
vor to construct on an international scale: the shaping
of an international program and of an international
speaking-tube for propagat ing the aame, forming of a
Com:nittee for b mding together more firmly t~e inter-
nat ional work; organ izat ional and financ ial measures ;
lnt ernat ional support. In short, the new f iftu or s ixth
International is here pr eaerrt än crudely revised edition;
all that is still needed is to give it, af ter a few con-
ferenoes, a more conorete form, and then ths internation-
al party work on the basis of the adopted program can
1;> egin. It is beyond the scope of these remarks to f urn-
lah the proof that in this way we ent er onoe more upori
the pat h of the ol d labor movement. Weconfine ourselves
here to stating that such aconception r egar d i.ng the
taaks of the new labor movement stands in contradiction
to that of the dutch group. Vieare not of the opän ion
that an internati onal counci 1 organizat ion has t 0 be
ft<?rmed,with a r eadv-made pr ogr am, into which org an iza-

lon hereafter all those will enter which embraoe its
trogram. We are of the opJnion that revolut ionary wor-
t ers throughout the world must form :ir.dependent gr oups
othe end of devel op ing themselves, forming their own

orlentat ion and thus becoming independent. The embrac Lng
of .a party, or oouncil-program, aots as a hindranoe to
th la proceaa of independent deveä opment , Vleare further
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OL tha resolution adopted by

The Group of Internat ional Communists of
Holland has taken a stand on the result
of the Brussels oonference (cf. Counoil
Correspondenoe #ll, Sept. 1935) and its
v i ews of the concept ions there f?rmu.~a-
ted are set forth below. The edltorlal
~ard of Council Correspondence has
found it necessary to leave out portions
of the dutch critioism, sinoe they deal
with matters whioh are foreign to our
readers, as, for exampl e , th.e disoussion
regarding the pree ent t as ks of ~he ger-
man council movement. The Counoll Com-
munists of America will shortly publish
their own views regarding the Bruss~19
oonference and the disoussion to WhlOh
it has given r áae , It may be stated at
onoe however, that we agree neither with
the~onf erence resolut ion nor with the
oritioism here presented. Wehave to re-
gard them both merely as oontribut ions_
to a discussion whioh will have to be Iur-
ther ext ended before it oan lead to a
truly internat ional pr ogr am,

In the f irst part of the Brussels resolut ion it is stated
that no fundamental differences bf opinion exist regard-
ing the international tendencies of c~pitalist d~v~loP-
ment and the resulting tasks and t act aca), n~cessltles.
Suoh differenoes of op m äon do,however, exi st , and ~e
wish to refer to them briefly here. It is not very dlf-
fioult, for example, to see that 'jIlble~Ia~tual con~itionsll
in Germany are interpreted from two difr erent poi.nt s of
view, and for this reason also the ~tatement of t~eBe.
"actual cond rt iona " must turn out different. Our B~SlO
Pz änc ipLee on Oommunia t Produotion and Distribu~ionl',our
concept ion regarding the capitalist.law~ of motlon,. as
we have published them, form the crlterlon of our Judg-
ment of the german situation. The german delegates .at the
conferenoe saw the situation in qermany fr~m the Vlew-
point of the daily, praotical atruggle agalnst the bour-
geoisie under National Socialism .. To them,. aoCOrdlng~~,
the question as to how the oounoll co~munlsts mu~t 04
ganize themaelves (gr oups of thr ee , f rve , ~to.) ~s ~~
more importance than the quest ion as to how the wor z ang
cLass itself is to appr opr i at e the necessary knowledge of
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f the opin ion t nat, under the very sort of cond rt i ons
~hat exiat in Germany it ia only auch indepe~den t groupa
that are poas ible. The building up of a stralght-laced,
international organization, held together by means of a
program, will prove illuaory.

The working class itself must be in a poa it ion to or ient
itself oont Inua Ll.y ever ap.~w; it must be abäe to .analyze
and aee through the soc ial relat ions. In a word: 1t must
itself be able to do what part iea and leaders think that
they have to do -for it. That can oome abcut , however , only
prov ided that in independent groupa th is" liSelf-?rienta-
t.äon " is constantly acc ompätehed and becomea dally prac -
t Lo e ,

What can we do in the matter? Wecan propagate t n is
recognitionj nameä y , that the new labor movement muat
necessarily take this course if the working cl as a J.8 to
attain victox:y. What today takes place aporadically or ,
if on a larger scale, st Hl only apCI.1taneoualy, must.
take pl aoe consc iously and be r ecogntz ed as a nece~s aty,
Just as in revolut ionary time (19 19-20) we r eccgn.ized ,
the independent shop ozgan äaat ions as the instru,ment for
the mastering of product ion, so we now recognize ~n tr:e
independent dJ.scusaion and propaganda gr~ups the J.natru-
ment for intell igently maater ing the soc lal forces. It
is a matter of propagat ing and sp:x:èading this r aoog'ni.táon;
that is ths one aide of our act iv l:ty. The other l.S t n ts :
that we show how such groupa have to work, in what the
esaential part of their activity consists, and what me-
thods they have to employ in order to maater their taskà.
Weourselves muat be such a group.

The second part of the resolution aurely shows .that the
analysis of the social relations differa even rn the
small c ircle of the groups represented at tU>econfereI.1ce.
The resolut ion here pos ita the development of bou:q~eo1s
society to state capitalism, and draws the conclus10n
that the mammotheconomy on a continental scale i~ ~ut-
ting itself across as planned economy. And the opJ.nl.on
is expreased that capi taliam will oveccome än thia spac e
the competitive struggle by which it ia d isrupted. i'lp.
should lJ.ke to go on and aak: Wnat stands in the way of
carry ing nn is thought construct ion through to its end .
and aaaerting that 'finally, when ths continental OppOSl.-
t ions are gought out (the reaolut ion aasumea that in
order to conduct thia atruggle the oppositiona wiGhin
the continenta will be overcome thr ougn atate capi talism),
capitaliam by means of planned economy will eliminate the
compet i.t äv e atruggle on a world-wide scale and overcome
J.ts cr iaes?

Hitherto we have met with auch a characterization of the
capi talia t development onl y allong the aoc ial democrate,
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tho with the difference that the sooial democrats-w~,
thia al l eged development becauae i t "amoothea the wayn
for socialiam, while the reaolution wants to overcome it
through the communist revolution. Tha group in Holland
rejects this analysia as falae and unmarxist. Wehav6
been demonatrating for years, in our writinga, the e.xaot
pppoai tej namely, that capi tal iam reels fro~ on~ c/:;1:;~:"
into another--and furthermore, we have pubLfahed z.nc,<:>:;e
at ill publiahing argumente of our amer ican comr-ad ec who
have coined the concept of the "permanent cr ia is "and who
say that capitalism and planned eoonomy are contradic-
tions wh~ch mutUally exclude eaah other.

The analysis of capitaliet development ae given in the
reaolution is not an analysis in the marxist senael be-
cause it sets out from the assumption that through o~
ganizational and political measures on the part of the
state power the inner contradictione of capitalism can
be overcome and systematioally ordered. The marxist an-
alysiel on the other hand; has as ite atarting point
that the inner oontradiotions of oap ital iem (inc. com-
petitive etruggle) are at the same time ite vital ele-
ment. Now if one as sumea that these oontradictions are
overoome through planned and mammotheconomyun~er atate
cap italisml then under such an eoonomy one can aJ 80 no
longer apeak of capitalism. One Is then at home in the
fase ist fancy of overooming capi tal rule through -;;he om-
nipotence of the fasciet or national-socialiat party
State. Here the owners and mastera of the means cf pro-
duotion--private entrepreneurs, truet- and monopo.ly mag-
natea, etc.--are given the new designation of i!Jeade:cslll
while the wage-workere employed by yhem are nnade over in-
to their "follow ing ", The idea ia borrowed from f euda.l,
conditiona and ia hence ut opáan j i t is inoapable of af-
fecting capitaliat reality with all its oontradictions
and the resulting crises.

~he ~ooial-democrat io idea of the overcoming of the oap-
ltallBt crises through internat ional truatificat Jon ofun
Oapi~al (ltgeneral car t el " of Hilferding) is also of
~top1an oharaoter. Here alao the development of cap.itaL-
lat soo :iety appeara as a procesa of concentrat ion -:'a]:ried
out. by peraons, the ownera of capital. These owners of
oa1?J.tal are at the same time, by reason of suoh OW::1e1'-
ShlPI oommandera of productive procesaes. If, D(jW, this
OO~and over capitaliat product ion I a oombaned 't;hl'ough
oapltal concentrat ion, in "orie hand 11, then in t ht c gen-
era~ oommand, according to Hilferding, the goal oi the
oapJ.talie t development is attained. The capi talie t gen-
eral ccmmandcan th en no longer puraue any capi ':hLs t
ende, it ia itaelf the end-reeult of the capi t a ï ; s t de-
velopment. Therefore it muat now direct the economy ac-
~ording to plan,--no iongel' capitaliatically,chaotically,
J.n the mutual competitive atruggle by which the inner
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contradictions are reproduced on an ever higher level,--
but in aoco r danc e with new, socialist ends. Na.turaJ.ly,
the social democrats are of the opinion that tbe~z kncw
the aoc ia l Letvende better than the capi t a.I owner o j their
endeavor is to take over the general command t.hemee Ives .
It is scareely necessary to say in this connect Jo n 1;l:at
this aoc ial-democratie conc ept i ori is fully sha r ed ;)y t he
Bolsheviks (Len in}, The thihg +'hat d is t äng u ish ee these
latter from the official s oc aaj. democrats is mer ety the
manner in which they have br ougrit about the ch ang e of
command: the Bolsheviks by way of revolution and the
Social Democrats by way of boung eoä s democracy.

The historical progression app ear s here, just as in the
fascist fancy, as the action of persons. Today it is
capital owners, acting according to cap rt aj i s t mot iv ea ,
which f inally f ind their goal in the completed conc en-
t'rat ion of cap ital; tomorrow i t is party leaders ,revolu-
t ionary dictator, centrally directed economic organiza-
tion, acting according to social-democratic, communist,
national:-social ist party programs.

The marxist analysis turns this fancy around and stands
it on it~ feet. It shows that the capitalist mode of
produc tion cons ists ess ent ially in the separat ion of the
direct producers from their cond rt Lorie of labor,while at
the Same time product ion is carr ied on s oc ially. The
~eans of production belong to non-workers; the workers
themselves can produce with them only in case they sell
their labor power, and hence themselves as workers, to
the owners of the means of product ion. The workers are
thus themselves turned into a means for the purpose of
produc ing, into a flesh-a.r..d-blood product ive ins trument
in the hands of the capitalists. The capitalist mode of
production is accordingly a certain relation of human
beings amOng each oth~r, namely, the relation in whjch
they stand to the reproduction of their vital c ond rt Io ns ,
1'rom this relation, which is historically given, arises
sh e concentrat ion of capital as a natural nec es s Ltyj f or
this concentrat ion is assent ially noth ing other than the
separation of the producers from their means of labor
and carried to the extreme. One can also say just aR
weU that the capi talistic product ive relat ion of human
beings among each other - which consists essential.ly in
the expropriat ion of the producers - is ao comoLi sh ed on
an ever higher level. .•

In this analysis, the capital owners by whom the concen-
tration of capital is brought about appear as acting
persons in an inevitable process of development, in the
development of the capitalistic relation of human beings
to each other. And this proc8ss, irom which all the in-
ner contradictions of capitalist economy ar r ac , cannot
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be held up through planning at any desired stage of de-
velopment, or al t er ed in its r esu I t, any more tinan one
c an al ter tie f ac t that f ire develops heat and consumes
f'u el . So long as s oc iaj pr oduc t ron is carried on in the
farms of expropriation of tne produoers and of appropria-
tion of the product by non-workers, so lQng also does
th is appr cp r Iat ion reproduce its elf on an ever higher
level and so long also will the capital owners fight
among each other for t he booty. This holds for state
planned ..-e ocnomy on the nat äonaL, continental or world-
wide scale (whs th er under national-socialist, soeial-
democrat je or bolshev ist leadership is a matt er of in-
difference) as weIl as for the mammoth oapital organiza-
tion sketched by the social demoerat Hilferding in hLs
general car t el ,

The development to planne~ and mammoth economy as set
forth in the resolution obviously s et s out from the !;UP-
pos ition that the planning can be brought about by way
of the state power. This statement of the capt t e.Lia t de··
v elopmen t is Insof a.r essent ially the same as that of the
exponents of planned economy. It is dist inguished from
this latter only in the fact that it prediets as a con"
aequ eno e of this would-be planned ec onomy au ever aharpe r
oppos it ion between cap Hal ovrners and wage working 013.88.
This prediction comes somewhat as a surprise: for if ono
ho1ds planning under capt t aIt am to be pos s i bl e j t hen ;:mre-
ly the El i tu at ion of the working class is also embrao ed in
the general sohema. A planned economy which fails to take
aocoun t of that is unthinkable, even tho one holds state
planned eoonomy to be possible. We must accordingly as-
sume that the planned economy is thought of as a forced
welding together of theovm:î'.ng; class through the omni-
potence of the State, which suppresses the competitive
struggle among the olass and prescribes its share of the
earri ing s , On the other side, again through the omni.po-
tence of the State, the wage workers are assigned the~
share of the proàuot--and, to be sure, as yhe resolution
assumes, a share which becomes smaller and smaller.

But why , then, must the share of the workers become
~maller? The Bolshevists, and also the National Social-
~sts, promise theworkers that their situation in lHe
ls to beoome better just as aeon as the s oc ial ist oon-
struct ion w ithin the framework of the planne d economy is
once Bufficiently advanced. Wnat is tbe souree of the
resolu~ ion I s assertion that t h Is stat e p Lanned economy
can br ang <?nly sharpened exploitat ion, Haf ter e.11 it
~egards 'th Is pl ann e n eoonomy as possible? Is the in-
reased exp Loát a't I on of the workers owing to t.h e bad

~~aders of the Nat ional Soc Ia.I ist B or BoLshevLke j or to
e d~storted program, or to the o Lrcumst anc e, that the

plan lS direoted to the workers I impover ishment? No; it
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will be answered, the best leadership and planned econo-
my cannot aff ec t the fact that the explo it at ion and the
oppos it ion between owning and wage-working cLa.as g rows
sharper, for capital requires its profit. That, however,
is the same thing as say ing tha t the laws of mot ion of
the capi talist mode of product ion ass ert themsel ves , in
oppos it ion to all planne d econom'y. With the express i on
of this latter view, the first, which holds planned e-
conomy under capitalism to be pos s ibl.e , is again over-
throwni the one concept ion excludes the other.

We are unable to aonceive that su ah a self~contradic.tory
characterization of capitalist development can become
the c ommon conception and also starting-point ,o~ the in-
ternational council movement. We are of the op in ren that
the german comrades have been dazzled by the theat~ical
magniloquence of the nat ional-s(!)cial~st ,State and have
taken appearance for reali ty. That an ltself would not
matter so much if th:(·s~appearance had not led to a theory
which, even though set forth with wind ings and turnings,
breaks with the marxist mode of thought. That , however,
is what has happened in the r eaoû ut ion, so tha t f inally
the door is open éd for all possible p er aona.l views and
opinions which may be anything whatever except "general
basic conc ep t Lona " for the new labor movement now ar i a i.ng .

Ple",se Notiee

The Council Correspon~ will :,ceept for pub Li cct i on
,rtieles containina m~terinl, WhlCh should be br~ught
to the ~ttention of workers, by writers who :::.re nJt
af f i Liat eu witb the c cunc i 1 Com,:lUnist Hovement. These
~rticles are signed to denote th~t we do not neees~~rily
efid0rse the view of the writer entirely. All materlal
presenteu without sip~ature ist to be co~sidered ~s in
agreement with the viewpoint of the counc i t Communlsts
of U.S"',,, 'ind, shoulà be taken as the collective wo:k
of the members of this orgnnization. ~e will appreolute
suggestions or eritieism on e.ny mat e r i uL printed in the

Couneil Correspondenee.

9i s>Raetekorrespondenz, (theoretisches- und
kussionsorg'ln fuer die Raetebewegung),

herausgeg~ben von der Grup%; lnternationaler Kommunlsten
(Holland). Einzelnummer 1 . Order from : .
Council Correspondenee-1604 N.C~lifornia Ave.-Chlcago, 111.
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POETRAIT OF THE GOU!JTF.R-Fd:lIOLUTION

Capitalism is !10W, as n e have a.L I h ea rd , in its stage of
decline. That means--to anyone who has no illusione about
t he conduct of a ruling class--thát revolution is on the
order of the day. All hu.nan ät y bacomes div ided mor El and
more o Lea.rLy into two great groups: on the one e ide,those
who recognize the nature of the impending chanee and have
the courage to help in promoting it--the revolutionistsj
on the other, those who wa:nt to evade or soften it, who
want to reform and compromise and modernize--the ruling
clasa and its varioue gradee and categcries of lackeys
and flunkeye. The out-and-out revolutionists--those who
are heartily sick of capitaliem in all its distinctive
manifeetations, whether in peace or war, and whoae main
preoccupation is that of doing away with it in the short-
est pos a ible oz der-o-ai-e as yet a c ompar at ively very srr.all
group with well dofined characteristice. We leave their
portrait to b e dr awn by others. The portrait of t he ooun-
ter-revolution, on the other hand, is highly comp l ex , re-
flecting the various ehadas of opposition or perfect c on-
formability to the established order, but in which t:J.6
twilight t ints distinctly pr edorainat e , We have here es-
t~blished ths four great categories: fascists, half-fao-
eiste, socialists and sheep. But even these terme are far
frOl:l being mutually exclus ive j thc "ah eep " part acu l ar Ly
may eas ily be conee ived as ezabr ao ing th em allo

We take up these categorias in the order named , hoping
that our remar ks will serve to clarify t nem in é'. way to
make them readily d iet inguishabla, t.n cugn eat ti1a e ame
time realizing that there Ls considerable transfuaion of
one into the othe.r , and that the fascist, e ay , of today
may be the eoc iali st of tOl1orrow,' but more of ten the other
wa~ "r ound ,

The chief difficulty involved in getting a cä ear picture
of the faec ists ie the h ierarchizat ion with in the ir r anka,
Thie ,is owing to the fact that fascism, in the final an-
alysle, really emanat.es from above--from the :culing c Laos -
and seepe down, or rather is pour ed down, into the mas ses ,
wh<?lap it up in the ir daily n ewspape.r ae well as in thair
da~1y br ead , It is probably true, as 01à LIQyd George has
~ald, that "Scratch a conservative, and you will f Ind a
lascist". But s ome people are conservative out of in"bar-
est,. m:d others out of mere äns t inc t or inertia. Thus, in
t~e Unlted States, the p r Lne, if still on Ly incipient,fas-
~lS~s are men like W.f..Heart and Henry Ford : the one 1'\1rn-
lS~lng,. for the present, main Ly the ideology arid the othex
:a1nl:Y the more material forms of seduction (wae;es, p ro f Lt;

harmg, auba Lat enc a e;ardens, otc.). These are cor••pa r a't Iv e-
1y lntell !gent fasciste; at least they know what they want
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and are more or leas succesaful ir. having it got for them.
!nsofar as they are still opposed to fascism--aa, for ex-
ample, to the fascist tendenc ies inherent in the Rooaevelt
administration (N. F. A.)--it is merely to the regimenta-
tion necesaarily involved for the capitalista, to acme ex-
tent, as well as for the worker s , But the fasc ists with
whomwe are here concerned are of the much more numerous
and humbl,e variety: those who, even if they may knowwhat
they want, are not in a pos it ion to get i t under the pres-
ent system-:-except p óasIb.ly at the cost of prostituting
themsel ves completely--bu t who still f ind capi tal ism to
their taste and believe in its possibilities, and who are
determined to defend the system. Tilis sort of fascist,
who may be regarded as typical, can ~ith perfect right
take as his motto: "Duty toward ct her e " The "oth er a ",
however, whether he knows it or not , ar e the bourg eo is-
capitalist class of his own country.

Patriot.ism is the most dist inct ive characterist ic of the
true fascist. He not only bel ieves in the innat e super i-
ority of his own country (er "race") over all others,but
in the super ior ity of his own state, coun ty , viLlage•.••
He has all the aavage Is distruat of anyth ing strange or
foreign. Of course, on carrying this ideology to its log-
ical conclusion, the fascist would also have to believe
in his own superiority over all other human beings. But
he aaems to have a presentiment of the fact that this
would be a reductio ad absurdum: the true fascist--of the
humbler category--is neither a megalomaniac nor a solip-
sist; wher. in his patriotic fervor he gets down to him-
self, he quickly recoiJ.s and shifts his ego off onto the
"leader", without whomthere is nothing to be done, The
leader on earth, and God in heaven are equally indispen-
aabl e to the fasc ist: the one is simply the representa-
tive of tae other. For tais reason--the rea1izat ion of
h i.s own in::>:ignif icance--the true fasc ist can never be
really irrelig ious i he can only be opposed to certain
forms of religion or to certain sects, particularly to
the JewB and Catholics as being tinged with :internation-
aleim and hence evoking h is horror of what ja fore i6n.Re
needs particularly the belief in the soul and a futura
~if?, because this helps to assure him of his own super-
lorlty to the dogs, swine arld other such animals who have
n~ver been able, so far as known, to set up any preten-
Slons to immortal ity. In fact, the fascist is very 1 ike-
ly to be afflicted with an inferiority compl ex, and his
zeal in serving the ruling class ia a natu~al outgrowth
o~ that cor.dition. Ha actually imagines that bj'; putting
hlmself on the side of the ruling cä as s , ho therefora
belongs to it. The hundred-percent fase iat is a ve1:y dia-
tinctive type of homo insipienaj just aa he Claims to be
able always to amell a Jew, so it ia very eaay, if not to
amell, at leaat to spot a faae iat.
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These fascists, however, are not particularly to b8
blam.d, Th.ir .ducat iona.l opportunit iee havl•..ullu&lly been
Tery l:imit.d--or n'i18cted--a.nd a. a re.ult of their more
or le89 exoIus iT,hl iterary pr eocoupat icn with the newa-
papers, they haviJ been thoroughly infected lI'ith th. cap i-
tal iet id.ology. There is no poes 1bili ty of "convert ing "
them, except poesibly by lI'ay of letting them see that
being a revolutionist is a sigr .•of euperiority lI'hich it
is lI'ithin their power to attair .••• therwise, they are quite
immuneto communist propaianda, aad retain the:ir extreme
susceptibility to the capitalist Tariety. This is on ths
aesumption, hOll'eTer, that th.y still find it possibl~ to
live somehowund.r capitaliem. l! that becom.s quite im-
poseible, even by criminal mean., the~ these fasciste may
!urniah 80me of the best reoruit. to the revolutionary
cause,

Tbs hal!-faac iet i. chiefly. diat iniu iah6i from hie "pure"
brother by being a moreintellectual, henoe more sophisti-
cated, apeoimen of the .ame type. Be has raad more or leu
and makes som. pretentions to cuLturi. He has accord ingly
shuff18d off most of the pr.judic's of th.- fase iet proper,
andiemore open to r eason, H:is r ead ing , h.owever, hu us-
ually net been of a sort by lI'hioh he could becoms really
enl ightened, but is oh iefly of "&~eoonTentiona! or academ-
ic var iety. His educat ior. in economlos has been part äcu-
larly neglected, and hls notions on the subject are of
the moet naiTe capitali,t charaoter. His favorite "econo-
miat" is ve1:y lik:ely to be Stuart Ohaee (Mrs. Blue Bonnet)
and he ueually displays a lI'eakbesa for "technocracy" and
other .u~h innocent pas times. Uarxiam hila rsmained quite
b.yond hlS ken, nor hu he any inolinations in that d:irec-
t ion. The most that ha has a mind for is "literature" and
other auch more or les. é8thetio manifestlltior.s of the
human ego. Theory and t1:e theoreticil.I'l8 he finds dull and
painful.

He is.not, howaver, violently opposed to radicalism or
anyth~ elas inpartioular. He pridea himself or.• being
~rOad-mlnded ~nd tolerant--a toleranoe whioh .xtends a180
o the more" :idealistio" phas ea of fllsoisI:l. His fasc iet

tand.ncy conee out ohiefly in his rever.noe for the "stroq;
man"--~h8 unscrupulOUQ lI'islder of pOll'ar--and in his con-
tempt lor the masses. And yet th. half-fasoist would be
~ortally offended at t1:e Tery .uggestion that he mi~ht
arbor a faso iet etJ!eak. He looks upon llimulf as a"lib-

Grill pure and aimple. And "pure and aimple" at least a
;orreo t i ths half-faso is t :is pure and s imple enough to
t &ad ths rav inga of a Spengler and to think that thie is
bh. laa~ word i~ philosophy (and not merely that of the
tOurgeOlSle), w~thout auapeot Lng.that Spengler ia only
c':lrnl~hlng the :ideology for faso 1sm. Thus tha half-fa.a-
"lst la a vtry ha.lf-am-half aort of person Lnd.eed and
,,~elther lI'hen ths time oomea he jUlllpeone way cr th~ other

1 probably depend "nt ir81y on c iroumatancee of the
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some~t or, &a we ~ay, on th. oonQt.l1ation of foross.

O! 1.11 th. oounter-rSTolut ion:ists, aotual or potent ial,
ths moet eont.mptible ar e , without doubt, the socialists.
Th.ae, in th. ma rn , laok the .xous. Of ignoranee wtich we
rsadily grant to the taso iate and half-fasc iate. They
haT. moatly had at 1.aQt aome smattering of M&rxism, as
WGll US aome pol itioal exper i.no. in th. lilabor movamantft,
and have ~ooordingly had an opportunity te knew what oapi-
tal1am 1a--its merits and itsdeteets, its oourse and
prlJaent atag. of d,velcpment-&nd to ar r ive at oertain
conolusiona regarding the manner in whior. it is to be set
at.side. The oiroumatanoe that they Gtill olini,in the maän ,
to their dogma ot non-Tiolenoe--exoept in the interests of
capitaliam and against the workers themselves--can be ex-
plained only in terma of the most abject eowardioe and the
moet brazen prost itution on the part ot tte leading sp ir its
ef the 8eoond International. Deep down in the ir aear ts ,
~heee old "lábor leadarsft know better, but they haven't
the guts to admit it, even to themselves, mueh less to ao t
~n aooordanoe with that raoognition. Nor, as a matter of
t&ot, is ther. any ground for ex peating that thsy ever
wille Fundamentally, thaleaders of ths old Labon movemsnt,
not excluding th. Bolahevi[>s (8talinista, Leninists, Trot-
.ky1sts and others etill boundup with tte traditions Of
th. xussian revolution) , a.r·" nearly. or quite as petty-
bourg.o ie in their outlook a.a are the f"ase iats and half-
faaoiats. iv·en though they may shout for the proletarian
diotatonhip, th.y r.ally have a horror ot the thing it-
,elf. T'n18 is beoauss they think, mor. or 1ess uneonsc äoua-
1y, in terma of bourgeois aoeiety, whioh they would like to
•• epr ••• rT.d as nea.rly as poas ml., and beoause of the ir
.00 ~ status and ;uper ior educat ional advan.tages (as oom-
par~ with the workers) whioh they feel entitle them to
'p eolal. 00118id srat ion j:-. AAY form of ace iety. So that even
.hen a proletarian d:icliatorehip :is once established--as
'eemed likely te happen in Russia--theee cLd labor polit i-
c ians can be oounte# upon to put an end to it as quiokly
as p.oss ibl e , if they have the power. Not1 however, in order
to do aw&ywith dictatorsh ip itself and to inaugurate the
c~assleas soo iety, but in order to r epî ac e the pl"'o"letar ian
ct~tatorship by a bourgeois dictatorship, at least in form
(wl.th thamselTes as ths dictators) if not in aotual subs-
tan~e (by turn1r.g the power back to the old rul ing c.Iaaa ,
a~ l.n Germany aiter the war). They are all more or less
ll.ke the late secretary of the britieh Labor Party, who
tr~kly conf,ssad to regarding the oollapse of the present
sOOlal and pol itical order aa a "terrible pr oapec t ",

W. now Oometo th. most curious of the counter-revolution-
ary forees, though thee e can hardly be r at ed- as a IIforce"
at all: th. pure "she ep", These alao are socialists of a
sort--many of them actually profees to be such--but still
more cowardly, morb supina, more muddlshead8d and more
bourgeois. They may be said to coniltituts the lunatie frings
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~~ ~À. socialist ~oveoent: ths free-traderil, ths pacifiste
th. ourr.noy oranks, ths reformers pure and aimpls--in a
word, thè c!lurcb-gol.r*, soeialiat8. They are the peopl e who
c an never accept or reject a th ing outr ight, but-- if they
f ind it uncomfortable or otherw lae obnoxious--can only
lIuggest an:ending it gr aduall y or moder niz ing it . This ap-
pl ies to Capi tali81!1 no leu than to Chr ut !ani ty. They can
point to all sorts of evil. and "injusticeaft under capital-
iem, but ins ist that thsy can a11 be rsmedied within the
system itself; not only can, but naturally will be, pro-
v ided only that everybody becoaes as nioe and she.p-l ike
as themselves, which they hold to be qu ite poss ible as
well as desirable. L1kewise as ragards religion: the Cath-
er te Ohurch is rotten, naturally, but Prótestantism--or at
any rate the sect to which they themeelves belong (usually
one of the ftmoderniat" perauaeion)--ie just what the coun-
try and the lforld need/3 to set it right. They have never
bothered with such subjects as eoonomic.; they prefer -to
read things of a morally edifying natura. And, in fact,
they see all problems in terms of morality and the human
wil!. 1natead of econom äc lawa and forcee,. tothem th6lre
tre only individuals or , at moet, pol it 10&1partiee. 80-
oialism to tham--in oase they profess to be socialists--
is merely a matter of putting the socialists (headed by
another good churc~an, such as Norman Thomas) L~ charge
of the capitalist state apparatue. Thus an old socialist
on examining a chart dep iot ing tho economie organizat ion
of lIussol1ni Is kingdom, remarkeçi: ft11;looks 1iks a very
good thi~ to be taken over when they put the right men
in off ioe'li.

Their economie and politica]. Lnnooenoe is auch that social-
1em is pract ically nothing but fasc ism under a different
name; that is, state capitalism. If the fasciste call th,)
selv9s socialiste (or nationa14aocialietsl or anythäng el
but fasciste), and refrain frem too much violence, they ~
assured in advanee of ths support of al1 theDe people. Ard
af ter faec iam is onea established or gate into power, it
may do as it 1 ikes and st ill retain thair aupport or at
l;aet their pasaive aoquiescenoe; for that is the nature
°iraheep, to be on the s ne of a ruling olus and never as-
P a to be the maQtera of the ir own dest änäea ,

'rheae .ccmprorn1sers ar.d modernizers and eh illy-;hallyers
are, III a s enae , the strongeat bulwark of oapital ism and
tbs worst enemies in the' way of ths revolut ionary rnove-
~en~ and th$ reccnatruction of sooiety. Not beoauaa of
O~8l.r numb~ra (whieh are eens nerable encugn ) nor becaus e
n 11an)y power of attaok or dafane. (which is pract iC8.11y
t ,but ~at,her ,b90ause of their demoralizing influence,
•.hah: fertl.ll.ty III eonjuring up new hopes and illusions as
l'n excu~e for delay and inaction. Far better , f'r om the
1evo~ut lO~r~ point of v 18't'1, are ths forthright reactionar-
198 III poll.tl.ce or the absolute fundamentalists in relib-
On than these pioua sheep with their 1 iberal tub-thumping.
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'fh'Y- -..r.ly .ervè to con rus e an iafoluewhich should be kept
ol.er, aDd to delay a proceBs which has svery need of ba-W, accllsrat.d. ••••••••
Fortuijately for thi raTolution and for thi fat. of human-
ity world history is not determin.d by sh.ep, nor in
t 1m~Ssuch as th. pr8ll.nt oan the Iheep cont inu. long in
thell' sheepilhnlls. In the great majorlty of caaes--and
part icularly among the workers--th is sheep Iahnes s ls only
a euperficial adaptation to the capitalist environment and
w 111 be quiokly thrown off under the preeaure of cap ital-
iet collapee. These working-class "sh~ep 11 will then under-
go a metamorphoe1s no lees remarkable than thoss recorded
in fabl', andwill come forth as herols; not ths eham her-
011 of oapitalist war. of d618truction, but th. true her oea
ot th. communist revolut1on of creat ion and r edempt Lon, in
whieh humanity slOUiha th. brut. and at last comss into
its birth-r ~ht. '

And 1nthe final result, it isonly th. workers who really
count; not ths t1mid, resp8ctable ph.ilistines who try to
excuse th,ir own oow~dipe on ths ground of the workers'
alle&.d baolcwardne.s, for whloh ths philistinas and their
idol1zed l.aden ars la.rgely responsible. Th.sS' petty-
bourg.ois pel troona who nev.radvano. beyond the etage of
V'oting, and many of whon:rSiud .ven that as an aot of
rare oourage, are b.et oharaoteriz$d by &l.gels in "Revol-
ution a.nd Countu-R.volut ion", \ihers, epeaking of ths
small trading 01a88, he saye that it "never felt more com-
fortable th.a.n ths day atter a deoieive defeat, when every--
thing being loet, it had at least the oonsolat ion to know
that Gomehowor other tr.e matter was eettled.".
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